President’s  Address  -  AGM  -  Friday, 21st November 2025
Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen
Ladies and Gentleman welcome to the Club’s AGM and a warm welcome to you all especially to our new members who have joined this year.  I hope you enjoyed your bowling and get as much pleasure from being a member here as I have during the past 24 years.
To keep you up to date with Sue Mates our Umpire – Sue has been to Kuala Lumpur as an International Technical Official which included umpiring and marking with 12 countries participating and what an experience for Sue.   We will see Sue at Potters again on the television when she will be umpiring from the 9th January – well done Sue for all your achievements in the bowling world.
A special mention to congratulate Joe Vandepeer on your selection for the England Squad for the British Bowls Under 25 Internatonal Series played in Scotland.  A fantastic achievement and well deserved. 
Of course we must congratulate Mandy Catt for winning the County Two Wood Singles and was presented with her County Badge on Ladies Finals Day at Thanet by the Ladies Kent President. Mandy then went on to play at Leamington with a crowd from Canterbury BC to watch her and also many many congratulations to Tom Attaway for being awarded your County Badge – well done and very much deserved.
Our Open Day was a huge success again with over 80 people attending the day and at least 64 being coached on the day and 46 signed up for coaching.  Thank you to all members who helped on the day especially Barbara White, Richard Close, Bob Keen for filling out the forms and making notes of who attended and wanting coaching which is very much appreciated.  On the subject of coaching Michael Hutchison has started a Thursday evening roll up and several new bowlers took part.  He is planning to continue next year and introduce a Saturday morning roll up as well especially for those who have to work during the week.  Many thanks to all the coaching team.
Canterbury have done well in competitions – the men were runners up in the FOB and also their Dover League.    
The ladies won the Dover League Competition and also winning the Presentation Match which took place at Sandwich Bowling Club and so congratulations to those ladies that took part in the competition – and well done to Maddie McConomy for organising us. 

Congratulations to all winners and runners up who played in our finals Day – wet and windy in the morning and better in the afternoon.   Not pleasant for any of you who played in the morning.

We do have a very active Short Mat Section who of course have their own AGM but wish them well for this winter season.
Thank you to our Ladies Captain Jenny Anderson and her team for all your hard work over the season and sending out the Captains Kitty and also to Andy Ferguson for taking over as the Men’s Captain and your team and for sending out the Captains Wood   It does help having news of what is going on in the club regarding matches etc. 
I cannot let this opportunity pass without thanking those marvellous people who keep our Club going for us.   Some spend hours at home on their computers.  Some get up at the crack of dawn to work on the greens’ others keep a strict watch on the upkeep of the Clubhouse and outbuildings.  We all appreciate those who work on catering duties and behind the bar whilst we all know the gardens obviously don’t keep free of weeds by accident and neither does the huge amount of grass surrounding our gardens get cut by itself and the clubhouse always look clean thanks to Margaret Nevell and her daughter Karen. Thank you to those who arranged and looked after our competition during the season, also to all the GMC Committee – the meetings have been great and thank you for your support.
I would like to say a special thank you to Joy and Ian Burton who come on a Monday morning with refreshments for all the workers and I am sure it is very much appreciated.

Thank you to John Andrews for keeping our website up to date, for the Sponsorships, and the press coverage for the Kentish Gazette, Net Mag and Community Ad magazines, also to Dave Anderson for looking after the rolling information on our screen.

Thank you to our Social Committee for arranging all the social events at the Club.
When I was asked to be President I thought no I can’t do that but it has been an honour and a privilege to have been your President for the last three years.  My first year of being your President was a visit to the Chelsea Pensioners, the journey into London was with excitement to see all the preparations for the Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla– what a marvellous day that was, with a guided tour, playing bowls and a meal in the Great Hall and then off to the bar for drinks before we departed, it is something I will always treasure.   I also thoroughly enjoyed presenting the trophies on our Celebration/Presentation evenings and this year was good especially having music and bring able to have a dance – like the old days.   Also being Chair at our GMC Meetings
Thank you ladies and gentleman for your support and I wish Bob Keen well in his new role as President and for being my Vice President and all his help.   Unfortunately Bob is on holiday so I will present him with his chain of office at our next GMC Meeting.
